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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

PAUL TAYLOR DANCE COMPANY LAUNCHES  
MAJOR CHOREOGRAPHY PROJECT UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF  

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR MICHAEL NOVAK, TAYLOR FUTURE DANCE INITIATIVE 
FUNDED BY MILLION DOLLAR GIFT FROM BOARD VICE CHAIR STEPHEN KROLL REIDY 

  

New Initiative Will Develop Resident Choreographers to Create for the Paul Taylor Dance Company 
  

NEW YORK, NY –– Great modern dance choreographers are rare, and in an effort to develop the outstanding 

dance makers of the future, the Paul Taylor Dance Company has launched a major choreographic project: the 

Taylor Future Dance Initiative, funded by a gift of one million dollars from Taylor Board Vice Chair Stephen 

Kroll Reidy. The new gift builds upon Mr. Reidy’s previous support, which established the Taylor Dancemaker 

Fund in 2018. 

  

Under the direction of Artistic Director Michael Novak and building on the enormous success of the Resident 

Choreographer position he introduced in 2022, the Taylor Future Dance Initiative (TFDI) will develop a cohort 

of resident choreographers who will work with the Company in a framework of mutual commitment over an 

extended period of years. With multi-year contracts and sustaining financial support, the resident 

choreographers of the TFDI will be freed from the challenges of freelancing. True to its Founder’s philosophy 

and its Artistic Director’s vision, the Taylor Company will provide this group of dancemakers with a home to 

focus on creating a new era of modern dance. 

  

In announcing Mr. Reidy’s gift, Mr. Novak said, “Stephen is an ardent supporter of dance creation. He and I 

saw the need for a new type of commissioning model in the dance industry that invests in long-term 

relationships and provides economic and artistic sustainability for choreographers.”  

 

Mr. Novak said that when he became Artistic Director in 2018 following the death of founder Paul Taylor, he 

was determined to institute a Resident Choreographer position. “I believe that a consistent creative voice in the 

front of the room is essential for the Taylor Company's momentum and for our dancers' growth. Paul Taylor 

was, in essence, the Company’s resident choreographer for 64 years, and his artistic success is inarguable. 

Thanks to Stephen’s support, I was thrilled to name Lauren Lovette the inaugural Resident Choreographer.  
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Over the past three years working with her, I’ve seen the value of the position: a consistent creative force for 

our dancers, a creative partner for me as Artistic Director, and a focal point for our audience’s experience. The 

Resident Choreographer is fundamental to all of our efforts and output. This new initiative reinforces Stephen’s 

and my belief that dancemakers deserve sustainable work and financial stability.” 

 

Stephen Kroll Reidy is a major philanthropic force in New York City dance. He joined the Taylor Company’s 

Board of Directors in 2019 and has been Vice Chair since 2022. He also serves as Treasurer of the Board of 

New York City Ballet, and is on the Advisory Boards of that company’s New Combinations Fund, which 

supports the creation of new work, and its affiliate, the New York Choreographic Institute. In addition, Mr. Reidy 

is Chair of the Board of Works & Process, President of the Board of BalletCollective, and serves on the Board 

of Dance Lab New York. A former Director of the City Center for Music and Drama, he provides advice and 

support to several independent choreographers and their companies. Mr. Reidy recently retired as a General 

Partner at EuclidSR Partners, a New York-based venture capital firm focused on healthcare investments. He 

joined Euclid Partners (its predecessor partnership) in 1987 and spent nearly 30 years in private equity 

investing. Before his business career, he served at the United States Information Agency and was assigned to 

duty in the former USSR and at Radio Liberty in Munich, Germany. He is a graduate of Middlebury College and 

holds an MBA and a Master’s in International Affairs, both from Columbia University. 

 

Leadership funding provided by Stephen Kroll Reidy. Major support provided by The SHS Foundation, Jody  

and John Arnhold, the Howard Gilman Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, and an anonymous donor. 

Lincoln Center Season sponsorship support provided by Baron Capital Group, Inc. Additional major funding 

provided by S&P Global, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, and The Gladys Krieble Delmas 

Foundation. Year-round programs are made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature. Paul Taylor Dance Company 

gratefully acknowledges the estates of Harlan Morse Blake and Mary J. Osborn for their transformational gifts. 

 
The Paul Taylor Dance Company is one of the world’s leading dance organizations, based in New York City 

and with a vast international reach. Under the artistic direction of Michael Novak, together with world-class 

dancers, choreographers, educators, and creatives, the Company continues to innovate and transform the 

landscape of 21st-century dance performance and education. The Taylor Company was founded in 1954 by 

cultural icon Paul Taylor (1930-2018), one of America’s most celebrated artists, who molded it into one of the 

pre-eminent performing ensembles in the world, driven by a belief that dance can convey complex truths about 

the human experience. 
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The hallmark of the Company is the brilliance of its ever-expanding repertory. Of the 170 dances that exist 

within the canon (147 choreographed by Paul Taylor), many are hailed as some of the greatest dances of the 

20th and 21st centuries. While celebrating these masterworks of the past, the Company simultaneously invests  

heavily in the future of the art form. Through the Taylor Future Dance Initiative, Michael Novak appointed 

Lauren Lovette in 2022 as the Company’s first Resident Choreographer and, in 2025, welcomed Robert Battle 

as a Resident Choreographer. Together, along with other diverse contemporary voices, they are generating a 

collection of new works that expand conversations about what modern dance is and what it can become. The 

Company hosts its annual Season at Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts with its partner, Orchestra of St. 

Luke’s, bringing the finest repertory to audiences on a scale rare for the art form. 

Dedicated to sharing dance and education with the broadest possible audience, the Taylor Company sustains 

a global presence through its robust touring programs, both domestically and internationally. Since its first 

European tour in 1960, the Company has performed in more than 600 cities in 66 countries, representing the 

United States at arts festivals and touring extensively under the aegis of the U.S. Department of State. 
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